


We are Kathleen and Gaetano. Our hope is that you can get 
to know us a bit from our book. We have been as truthful 
as possible about who we are in the following pages. We 
want to build a relationship of TRUST. Trust is so important 
because this could be a lifelong relationship - this is family. 
We know this is a very important decision for you. We are 
open to whatever level of involvement you feel comfortable 
with and understand that this may change with time. 

If there is one thing we want you to remember about us, it is 
that we believe God’s plan for us is to be parents. This isn’t 
just the next step for us, this is our life’s purpose. As you look 
through our book you will see that we have big, supportive 
families all over the world excited to welcome a new child.  

We’ve been together for nine years (and got married in April 
of 2014) and since the beginning of our relationship we’ve 
always known we’d adopt. Kathleen has known that she 
couldn’t have children from a young age. When we began to 
talk about family, we were blessed to discover that Gaetano 
had always wanted to adopt! It was truly a match made in 
heaven. 

When each of us looks back at our lives, we know that God’s 
purpose for us in this world is to be parents. Whether it is 
Gaetano’s funny voices that our nephews find hysterical, or 
my love for teaching kids, we both get great joy from children. 
We cannot wait to shower a child with unconditional love and 
care. We believe that parenting is our great adventure.

“This isn’t just the 
next step for us,
this is our life’s 

purpose.”

We are Kathleen and Gaetano 
hello

love,



() 

HOW WE MET (TOLD BY GAETANO)
We met at a party when we were both living in New 
York City. At the time, Kathleen’s best friend had 
started dating my wonderful friend, Nick. Kathleen 
and I were introduced. I was immediately smitten. 
First thing the next day, I called Nick and begged 
him to set us up. We called it “Operation Sapphire 
Gypsy.” 

Nick and I set up a dinner with a lot of people, where 
we could meet again. Unfortunately, as people picked 
seats I ended up sitting at the opposite end of the 

table from Kathleen! I had very few options but I did 
notice that I was seated next to all her girl friends while 
she sat next to one of my quieter friends. I decided 
that I would make my side of the table the life of the 
party. While my friend was telling her how miserable 
law school was, I tried my best to make her friends 
laugh throughout the evening. It must’ve worked 
because when she looked over at us all laughing we 
locked eyes for the first time and I like to think that is 
when she began to fall for me. We’ve been together 
ever since.

ABOUT WHERE WE LIVE
Our neighborhood is pretty and peaceful with 
beautiful tree lined streets and many parks close by. 
We’re friendly with our neighbors and very close to 
the couple next door. We’ve known them for a long 
time and they were even at our wedding. We like to 
meet up and cook each other dinner and can always 
drop by and ask for some eggs or for a quick favor. 
We absolutely love our home. It has a spectacular 
view of the city. Our backyard is a beautiful garden 
in our building where our little dog likes to play. We 
can pick lemons from the garden and are visited by 
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true

love

hummingbirds every day. We live a block away from 
an elementary school and a hospital. We are centrally 
located in the city and are a short drive from the beach 
and from hiking trails. However what we like most 
about our home is the light - it is bright and inviting 
and makes you want to get outside and be in nature. 

LOOK, WE CAUGHT
A LITTLE BEAR!



Everyone that meets Kathleen falls in love with Kathleen. She is kind-hearted and always puts others before herself.
That is what immediately drew me to her. She is smart and beautiful, but also kind and grounded. One of the reasons 
I fell in love with Kathleen so fast, was because she was the first woman I met that had all the qualities I found 
attractive and wanted for the mother of my children. She is compassionate, patient and smart. I know she will make a 
wonderful Mom by raising kids in a supportive, nurturing environment. We also share many of the same passions, like 
our love for animals, traveling and movies. I mean - my wife likes Star Wars. What a catch!  

I grew up in a big family and am the youngest of 
five girls. I have two sisters and two step sisters, 
all older than me. You might say I was the baby 
of the family, but I also grew up fast because I 
always wanted to be like my older sisters. We 
spent weekends with my Dad and we shared a 
room there. It was like a big slumber party. We’re 
very close, and although we’re different in unique 
ways, we love each other deeply. My family had 
a great impact on my life and has helped me be 
curious, strong and courageous. I grew up doing 
musical theater and plays, and after college I 
moved to New York City and became an actor. I 
mostly acted in commercials and television shows 
like Law & Order and even made a movie for ABC 
Family. Although that was a great experience, all 
the auditioning was not for me. 

After falling in love with Gaetano, we moved 
to California so that he could attend Graduate 
school. I decided this was the perfect time to get 
back to my first passion, drawing and painting. 
Now I’m a student again, and I study with great 
artists. When we moved here, I also started 
teaching. I first taught children’s theater, but now 
I’m teaching drawing and painting to kids and 
adults. 

Gaetano and I also like to volunteer, travel and 
be with friends and family. Sometimes we go for 
walks on the beach with friends or go to Tahoe 
to ski. We can relax and enjoy the quiet of home, 
but we don’t like to stand still for too long. We 
like to mix it up! 

Kathleen

What Gaetano Loves About Her...

meet

AGE: 34 

HAIR & EYES: BROWN, HAZEL

HEIGHT: 5’7 

BUILD: LEAN

ETHNICITY: IRISH, ITALIAN, 

BRITISH

EDUCATION: SARAH LAWRENCE 

COLLEGE

CAREER: PAINTER & ART 

TEACHER

RELIGION: CHRISTIAN

PERSONAL HABITS: DON’T 

SMOKE, DRINK ON SPECIAL 

OCCASIONS

CHILDREN: NONE

PREVIOUS MARRIAGES: NONE

Thankfully, my 
schedule allows me a 

lot of flexibility
to work from home
and spend time
with the baby.

"Everyone that meets
Kathleen falls in love

with Kathleen."

THIS IS NOT HOW I 
DRESS NORMALLY



I love Gaetano for so many reasons - they’re hard to 
count! People really enjoy being around him because 
he’s so positive, engaging and funny! He’s like a people 
magnet. And even though he keeps people laughing, 
he also has a serious side. He looks at life at once through 
the eyes of a child and through the eyes of a wise man. 
He is very in touch with his emotions and spiritual side. 
I love that he is a strong, dependable man, but also 
that he is in touch with his softer side. I think this is why 
children flock to him wherever he goes. Kids see him 
as a BIG kid, a comedian, but also as a caring teacher. 
They see he is fun and entertaining, AND they see he 
is a safe, caregiver. Recently, my nephew was scared at 
a musical show, and left the safety of his Mommy’s side 
to sit with Gaetano and grab tight to his arm! I also love 
Gaetano’s brain and intelligence. He is a great leader 
and has great ideas. This is why he’s been able to be so 
successful in so many careers

I am half Brazilian and half Italian and I mention this because I 
have family in both Brazil and Italy. I grew up living in several 
countries because of my father’s job. I was lucky to learn 
different languages and now I speak English, Portuguese and 
Spanish. It wasn’t easy starting from scratch and always being 
the “new kid.” Thankfully, I have very supportive parents. 
That support allowed me to pursue a variety of interests; from 
being a book-worm to singing. Now I know being different 
can be a huge strength because being different can build 
self-confidence. That confidence has allowed me to explore 
different professions, like film-making and business. 

I think the path God laid out for me has prepared me for this 
next journey as an adoptive parent. I know I will support my 
future children as they explore, the way my parents helped 
me. I have such a strong connection to children and I enjoy 
helping them learn about the world. One of my favorite ways 
to do this is by volunteering at my church and at Ronald 
McDonald House. I’m really looking forward to being a 
parent, and I take that responsibility seriously. 

I get re-energized when I spend time in nature. I look forward 
to runs with our dog in the park. I also enjoy hiking with 
Kathleen. Like Superman, I get energy from the sun. I have 
a passion for the arts, particularly movies and music and 
comic books. You should know I’m a geek! When I was a 
film producer, I made many music videos and was even 
nominated for a Grammy! For the last few years, my biggest 
hobby is exercising at my crossfit gym. I think I like crossfit 
because I get to set goals and push myself.

meet

gaetano

What kathleen Loves About Him...

"People really enjoy being around 
him because he is so positive, 

engaging and funny!"

AGE: 34  |  HAIR & EYES: BROWN  |  HEIGHT: 6’  |  BUILD: LEAN & ATHLETIC

ETHNICITY: MEDITERRANEAN CAUCASIAN  |  EDUCATION: WHARTON BUSINESS 

SCHOOL UNDERGRADUATE, STANFORD GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

CAREER: TECHNOLOGY & MEDIA EXECUTIVE  |  RELIGION: PROTESTANT

PERSONAL HABITS: OCCASIONAL GLASS OF WINE OR BEER  |  CHILDREN: NONE

PREVIOUS MARRIAGES: NONE

I HAVE FUN EXPLAINING
HOW TO HAVE FUN

I HAVE FUN IN THE RAIN

I HAVE FUN IN THE SUN



All of my sisters have the cutest children and they’ll make 
great cousins! I have four nephews, and two nieces. I 
love them all to pieces and I’m amazed by how different 
all of their personalities are. Each one is so unique! 
I get to see them often and we’re always together for 
holidays. Recently, we went to Disney World together 
and had loads of fun and laughs. We’re also visited by 
Gaetano’s family a lot. His Brazilian family (uncles, aunts 
and cousins) just came to the U.S. to ski and recently we 
went to a family wedding in Brazil. Although we aren’t 
neighbors with our families, we use every vacation to be 
together. 

My parents divorced when I was very little. Several years 
later, my Mom remarried. My Stepfather was a widower, 
and had two daughters. We weren’t exactly the Brady 
bunch with four teenage girls in the house, but it was 
lively and fun. I think knowing divorce made me really 
focused on marriage and family for myself. When I met 
Gaetano, I knew that he was the person I can love for 
forever. I also like that Gaetano’s background is different 
than mine. His parents are still married and very much in 
love. He has had strong role models. I have too, since 
both my parents have been remarried for over twenty 
years. I’m so looking forward to growing a family with 
Gaetano.

Kathleen’s
Family

HARD TO TELL WHO’S HAVING 
MORE FUN, US OR THE KIDS!



I have a huge family that loves to spend time together. Kath and I like 
to visit with them a lot! Even though we have to travel to see them, 
we get to spend long amounts of quality time with everyone, usually 
eating delicious meals. My family really likes food.

My mother and father live part of the time in the U.S. and part of the 
time in Brazil. They met when they were very young and have been 
happy together for 35 years! They are still very much in love and I 

wish to have that long, loving relationship with Kathleen. My mother 
was a professional singer, and she still sings for her church. She just 
got her real estate license too. My father is a successful businessman. 
My younger brother is very spiritual and works as an architect in New 
York City. My brother married Kathleen and I and delivered a beautiful 
ceremony. 

My mother has six siblings. My grandparents and sixteen cousins all 
live in Brazil - I have a big family. My mother’s family is very musical, 
so many of my cousins sing or play instruments. Family gatherings 
are filled with laughter and jokes. My Uncles and cousins travel to the 
United States often, so we get to see them a few times a year. My 
father’s parents live in Italy with my Uncle and three of my cousins. 
I am visiting my grandmother for her birthday this year and we are 
spending a week with the Italian side of the family. My grandmother 
is still an excellent cook.

I really enjoy spending time with Kathleen’s family too, especially my 
nephews and nieces. We just went to Disney World together and I 
had the best time introducing the oldest to rollercoasters and goofing 
around with his younger brother. I have fun doing impersonations for 
them. I remember how important my imagination was for me at their 
age, so I try to make their childhoods magical too!

Gaetano’s
Family

GOOD JOKE, BRO

DID I SAY I HAVE A HUGE 
FAMILY?



During the week we like cooking and trying different recipes as well as catching up 
on our favorite shows like New Girl and Grey’s Anatomy. When we started dating 
we immediately connected over our love of movies and music. We like putting on 
a record and talking about our day. Gaetano enjoys collecting records and swears 
music sounds better on a record player from Adele to Kanye West. Both of us grew 
up acting and singing in musicals and still enjoy going to karaoke and singing our 
hearts out. 

On the weekends, we try to get out of the house and go on a hike nearby or take 
our dog for a long walk on the beach. We get a huge kick from taking our dog on 
runs or to the park because you can see the huge smile on his face. He likes being 
outside and so do we. 

We also enjoy going to museums and looking at art. Kathleen cannot leave a 
museum without collecting postcards of the art we saw. We try to get together with 
friends as much as possible to cook food together and laugh. We live to laugh and 
generally tend to be pretty goofy around each other. 

Finally, whenever we can get time off, we love to travel and explore the world. It 
gives us a real appreciation not only for the beauty of the world but also for how 
fortunate we are to see it.

h o b b i e s  &  i n t e r ests

I N STA f u n  w i t h  f r i e n ds

I THINK THAT ONE
NEEDS A MOUTH...

...LIKE THIS!



“Being part of a family means you are part of something 
wonderful. It means you will love and you will be loved 
for the rest of your life, no matter what.”

LOVE
CREATED BY

LoveMakesDesigns.com

THIS IS THE VIEW FROM OUR BALCONY. 
WE LOVE TO SIT OUT HERE AND ENJOY 
THE BEAUTIFUL VIEW TOGETHER.


