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Hello
Love is an open door and we want to welcome you with open arms.

It seems that we have something in common already – we have love for a baby that we haven’t met 
yet! I’m sure you are contemplating your future and that of your baby, and I want to reassure you that 
John and I will raise your child to never doubt your love – or ours. 

Although it would be much easier to get to know us over some baked goods (John is partial to lemon 
bread!), the first thing you will discover is that we have been praying for you and would love to hold 
your hand through this journey. As a family of two, this experience is new to us, just like you. We plan 
to be there every step of the way because we want you to be part of our family, too.

Both John and I come from large, rambunctious and close families that are anxiously awaiting another 
person to join the family dinner table every Sunday after church. We have experienced grandparent’s 
minutes away with nurseries prepared and excited for another baby to cuddle. We have dozens of 
aunts and uncles in town and around the country who have been praying for us to experience the joy 
of parenting (including some sleepless nights!). We have nieces and nephews that love coming to our 
home to play with Hurley (our sweet dog), play board games with me, and to challenge John at soccer 
and video games.

Thank you for taking the time to consider us as part of your new family. We know this is a difficult 
decision that requires a tremendous amount of trust. We hope to bring a sense of peace and calm to 
this journey and allow you to know that your child will always be safe and loved. I hope these next few 
pages will give you a glimpse into our lives and our dreams for our child.

Blessings,

John & C orrie

being
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our story
It was the summer after graduating from high 
school and I was dragged to a bonfire party 
with my friend Dana, and her boyfriend, Jason. 
John walked over to my group to say hi to his 
cousin Jason and I was immediately smitten. 
I remember that he was wearing all blue and 
that he didn’t seem too interested in talking to 
me at all. Admittedly, I’m kind of shy so I wasn’t 
really chatty but one of the perks of being tall 
is having long legs, so I hoped that he would 
notice me. :) But as it turned out, he had a 
girlfriend and my hopes were dashed. At that 
point the timing simply didn’t work out.

A year later after my first year home from 
college, my friend Dana mentioned that John 
was now single and that we just had to meet. I 
guess John noticed me after all! It’s funny – I was 
now attending school 7 hours away and I had 

no intention of starting a serious relationship. 
But, John never left my mind ever since that last 
summer. We ended up on a group date with 
Jason and Dana to the county fair and we hit it 
off. I remember thinking, “Someday I hope to 
marry a person like that!” 

Over the next 2 ½ years, John and I continued 
our long distance relationship, graduated 
college, and planned our wedding. Over the 
past 10 years of marriage, we continue to 
laugh together, explore this wonderful world, 
and treasure each other’s love. I’m still in awe 
of God’s perfect timing for our lives. Our story 
is still unfolding and it is amazing how timing 
continues to be our theme. We patiently await 
the day that we can add becoming parents in 
our next chapter.

We live in the central valley of California and love our access to the entire state. A 1 ½ hour drive could lead us 
to the beach, snowy mountains, one of several lakes, a major city, national parks or the majestic redwoods. It 
is a great place to live if you like to explore the outdoors like we do. There will be many opportunities to make 
s’mores, feel sand between your toes, and splash around in a lake with us!

Our town is considered one of the larger cities in the area but we live in a quiet, beautiful neighborhood. Our 
streets are wide and lined with huge trees with plenty of space to play. Our home also has a large backyard and 
swimming pool perfect for playing games and cooling off in the summer. We have a 4 bedroom, 3 bath, single 
story house prepared for children to call home. Our house is designed with an open floor plan with plenty of 
room for toys, play and laughter. The kitchen is truly the heart of the home where we love to entertain and 
host family gatherings. Everyone usually ends up wrapped around the kitchen counter grazing over snacks and 
desserts when we get together with friends and family.

We live within walking distance from my parents and brother and sister-in-law. On days that I am not working 
from home, my sister-in-law will be hosting play dates with their 1 year old son, or Baby will be getting spoiled 
by one of the grandmothers. John works 3 miles from home and would love to share lunch with me and Baby 
throughout the week.

Our home is situated in a great neighborhood for children, and we selected it specifically for that reason. As 
Baby gets older, there is an elementary school just around the corner that is consistently one of the top ranked 
schools in the state. Hurley loves to take us for daily walks around the park next to the school, which has a great 
playground. A large city park sits just across the creek near our home, which is perfect for a long Sunday stroll. 
Of course, just sitting outside in the backyard is nice. Most evenings, the only sound we hear is the wind rustling 
through the trees. We love it!

As told by Corrie

our home



I grew up as the 4th sibling out of 5 so you 
learn how to get along and compromise out of 
sheer necessity! With that said, I think others 
would describe me as patient, easy going, 
optimistic and always willing to lend a hand. 
I have a curious and adventurous soul and I 
love trying new things in pretty much every 
aspect of my life. I love finding new restaurants 
and selecting the weirdest item on the menu, 
which tends to be good! When John and I 
plan our vacations without our families, we 
tend to choose a new place and seek to learn 
more about the area along with some fun and 
adventurous excursions. I’m eager to find new 
challenges and approach it with positivity and 
enthusiasm, something that I hear will come in 
handy when raising a child!

As much as I love discovering new places and 
things, I also love hosting family and friends 
for get-togethers and parties at our home. I 
enjoy cooking and entertaining, but it really 
warms my heart to see others enjoying our 
hospitality and be at ease in our home. As 
much as I love soft throw pillows and cozy 
blankets, having family and friends in my 
home is my favorite accessory. If you popped 
into my home, you might find us baking 
some cookies, figuring out how to can some 
tomatoes, or learning some Portuguese family 
recipes from my mother-in-law. One of my 
favorite activities is having game nights where 
it is light on the competition but heavy on the 
laughs. Celebration is good for the soul and I 
want my family to see the joy and fun of each 
day while passing along traditions. 

Since I already told you about my love of food, 
I also try to make sure I stay active, too! When 
I’m spending time with my friends, I usually 
organize it around an activity like walking, 
jogging, or biking rather than sitting and 
talking. Well, there may be a stop at a bakery 
in there, too! I also enjoy gardening and love 
sitting in the backyard with a cup of coffee 
while enjoying the blooms and foliage of the 
seasons. I’m looking forward to including a 
little one in my daily walks to the parks around 
our home and rediscover the wonders of 
nature through a child’s eyes.

corrie
WHAT JOHN LOVES 

ABOUT HER

Corrie is truly awesome! She’s my 
best friend and such a caring person. 
She is the one that our friends turn to 

when they need a non-judgmental ear and a 
soft shoulder to cry on. Corrie is extremely 

positive and encouraging to those 
around her. She will go out of her 
way to help you. She is simply a 

beautiful person – inside and 
out.

THINGS THAT MAKE
ME HAPPY

Running in the crisp morning air

Fall & Pumpkin Spice Lattes

Decorating my home for Christmas

Cooking with my mom
AGE: 34  |  HEIGHT & 

BUILD: 5’11”, athletic

HAIR: blonde  |  EYES: hazel

ETHNICITY: dutch

EDUCATION: bs international business

CAREER: work in my family business

PREVIOUS MARRIAGES: none

RELIGION: christian

HABITS: social drinker,

non smoker



Well, this is a challenge for me since I’m not 
one to talk too much about myself!  But…I 
love to go fishing, play indoor soccer, exercise, 
BBQ, ride dirt bikes and go camping.  Basically 
anything that involves the outdoors (and 
maybe a little dirt) is something I enjoy.  I like 
getting to know other people and truly enjoy 
spending time with my family and friends. 
I enjoy spending time with my nieces and 
nephews, patiently teaching them new things, 
and (I admit it!) beating them at board games. 
One of my favorite family holiday activities is 
hanging around my Mom’s kitchen where she 

JOHN
makes her famous crab cioppino 
every Christmas Eve.  I confess, I like 
to sneak a little of it before my brothers 
get their hands on a bowl!

As a child of Portuguese immigrants, I’m proud 
of my heritage and hope to pass along my 
love for the warm culture, fabulous food, and 
passion for soccer (it’s the original football!). 
Most importantly, I’m excited to welcome our 
children into our Christ-centered home where 
they will be loved, cared for, and raised to 
value family, faith and friends. 

Now, writing about John is the
easiest part for me! I love my husband’s smile

because it is infectious and you can’t help but be
happy around him. He has a casual appeal that makes

you instantly comfortable. He has this amazing talent that
once you meet him, you automatically consider him a friend. He always

knows when I need a hug to brighten a tough day. He is really good
with kids and they just gravitate to him. He is considered a favorite by our

nieces and nephews and can often be found on the floor playing with them.
He is competitive and enjoys playing sports, especially soccer. He is

loyal and steadfast. He has been playing indoor soccer with the
same group of guys for 15 years. John is quick to offer his help

and spends at least 1 night a week helping someone out,
whether it is a friend or neighbor. He amazes me with his

detailed memory. He has a loud boisterous laugh,
a ready smile and a kind heart. 

WHAT
CORRIE LOVES
ABOUT JOHN

AGE: 35
HEIGHT & BUILD:

5’10”, athletic
HAIR: black  |  EYES: brown

ETHNICITY: portuguese
EDUCATION ba sociology

CAREER: supply chain logistics analyst
PREVIOUS MARRIAGES: none

RELIGION: christian
HABBITS: social drinker,

non smoker

THINGS
THAT MAKE
ME HAPPY

 Fishing & soccer

Sleeping in on

Saturday mornings

Ice cream 

 BBQ

Camping



FAVORITE FAMILY TRADITIONS

Homemade crab cioppino on Christmas eve

holiday karaoke songs

catch phrase game nights

(best game ever!)

Camping at Big Trees

•
•
•

John's family
My parents are from the Azores Islands off 
the coast of Portugal. They met after they 
immigrated to the US in their teens. I have 
two younger brothers and one older sister. 
I grew up working with cows on dairy farms 
in California and Idaho. We moved back 
to California after my parents sold their 
business.

My siblings and I grew up very close, and 
those relationships are as strong as ever. 
We love to vacation together and hang out. 
Yearly, we all go to the Pismo Beach sand 
dunes and go fishing in Bridgeport. We 
have dinner together most Sunday nights 

at my parent’s house, and it’s alway a great 
time!

My Dad passed away in 2013 from lung 
cancer. We miss him very much, but it has 
reminded me that life’s short and don’t take 
any day for granted.

I grew up with my Dad always taking us 
fishing and having time for us kids. I look 
forward to one day being able to “pass 
the torch” and teach our children to fish, 
play soccer, ride motorcycles, take them 
camping, and encourage them to live for 
the Lord.

Halloween with John’s nephew

Cooking crab cioppino

Girls night!



corrie's 
family
I come from a large family of five kids, nine uncle & aunts, 
and twenty-seven first cousins. While my immediate 
family and cousins have grown up and branched out, we 
still get together yearly for family reunions and important 
celebrations. In fact, we still gather every summer at the 
same campground for a reunion that my family started 
35 years ago.

I am close with many of my cousins and count them as my 
best friends. I am also fortunate to work with my father 
and younger brother at our family business. We have a 
lot of fun working side by side and still tease each other 
often.

My family is so excited about our adoption plans. My 
cousins threw a surprise baby shower for me right 
after our home study was finished. They have been so 
supportive. They are praying for you daily as well.

FAVORITE FAMILY TRADITIONS
Chili cheese omelets Christmas morning

Family camping reunion every July

Singing Christmas Carols

Afternoon Tea with my sisters and Mom

Boating with my nephew Camping reunion Fun with my cousins at 
my 30th birthday party

Brother-in-laws Dutch Festival with my 
cousins!

Watching cartoons with 
our niece

•
•
•
•



our
adventures

In our ten years of married life, we had the 
opportunity to explore new countries, cities, and 
cultures. We were able to experience scuba diving, 
marathons, and zip lining (just to name a few). We 
enjoyed every minute of it and learned so much 
about appreciating and respecting different people, 
beliefs, cultures, and lifestyles. But we are most 
excited and anxiously awaiting our biggest adventure: 
raising a child.

John and I have had an abundant life and we are 
so grateful for those experiences. We would love 
nothing more in this amazing life journey than to 
complete our family with children. Our hope for a 
child has been years in the making and we pray that 
God will bless our birth mom and protect her during 
this journey. It’s not that we love waiting; we just love 

the person that we are waiting for.

Our heart and dream is to share the love, 
appreciation, wisdom and family with you and your 
child in whatever capacity feels right for you. Rather 
than talk about our past, we thought it would be nice 
to give you a glimpse into what we envision for our 
child:

Working in a family run business, I have the flexibility 
to work from home. I intend to devote the first few 
months of life at home, where I can help out as 
needed from the comfort of home. When the time is 
right for Baby, I will head into the office 15 minutes 
away part of the week. Our child care plan is solely 
family-centered so that any time away from me will 
be in the arms of loving and experienced aunties 

and grandmas. My sister-in-law down the street will 
provide daycare on weekdays as needed. It is a great 
opportunity for Baby to play with her son. 

We want to experience the wonder of new sights and 
sounds with Baby close to home. There will be many 
walks in the park, bird sightings, squirrel chasing, and 
play dating in our future. Although we have a strong 
family support system, we also have a wonderful 
church family and we hope to extend our support 
to other young families for our children to play and 
learn with them. We envision that our home will be a 
gathering place for their friends, with many slumber 
party nights and refrigerator-depleting days in our 
future. We can’t wait!

Of course, most of what we do will depend on our 

child, their likes and dislikes, aspirations and dreams, 
and we will do everything we can to support and help 
them achieve their goals. We want to encourage their 
talents, curiosity, and desires that are tempered by 
our steady guidance and unconditional love.

But, most simply, we want what every parent 
wants for their child - to simply be happy and 
always feel loved.



“FOR I 
KNOW THE 

PLANS I HAVE 
FOR YOU,” 

DECLARES THE LORD, 
“PLANS TO PROSPER YOU 
AND NOT TO HARM YOU, 

PLANS TO GIVE YOU
HOPE AND A FUTURE.”

JEREMIAH 29:11
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