


hello!
We are Nick and Michelle. We hope this book 
conveys our personalities as loving and kind with 
a hint of silliness. Our hearts are so full and we 
have so much love to give a child. We are very 
excited though we know this journey will not be 
easy. Perhaps though, if we trust this process, are 
completely open and honest with each other, and 
have faith, we will both find what we are looking 
for. You are incredibly strong to have come this far 
already. We pray that God continues to give you 
strength and wisdom during this time.  

We will give a child an incredible life filled with 
love and opportunity. They will be surrounded 
by family. They will know the meaning of 
unconditional love and in turn will have empathy 
and forgiveness towards others. We want our child 
to understand their birth mother’s great love for 
them, and to admire her strength and selflessness. 
We would love for you to be a part of our family, 
or whatever type of involvement you feel the most 
comfortable with. We understand your feelings 
might change throughout the process or over time 
and that is ok too. Our door will always be open 
to you.

Love,

 “FOR I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU...

PLANS TO GIVE YOU HOPE

AND A FUTURE.”

JEREMIAH 29:11

&



Our friendship began 10 years ago in college 
at UCLA (Go Bruins!). We met on a blind date, 
you know – back before the days of online 
dating apps! We debated over whose favorite 
T.V. show was better and then danced the night 
away. After two years of friendship, we officially 
started dating. Nick proposed on the famous 
red-brick staircase on UCLA’s campus, and 
we were married in Los Angeles in August of 
2011. We moved up to Northern California to 

be closer to Nick’s family as we were ready to 
start a family of our own. As life goes however, 
God was not quite ready for us to have a family 
yet. Our struggle with infertility has tested and 
(by the grace of God) strengthened our faith 
and marriage. We realized God had something 
bigger in store for us. And we believe that is 
adoption. So here we are, 4.5 years of marriage 
later, and we couldn’t be more excited to start 
our family!
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• Bright and spacious two bedroom, 
two bathroom condo

• Lots of young children and families 
in our building

• Parks, schools, church and 
restaurants just around the corner

• ‘Throw-a-rock’ distance to Nick’s 
twin sister’s house

• ‘Ride-your-bike’ distance to Nick’s 
parents’ house

OUR HOME

• “The City of Trees”
• Nick’s home town 
• Lots of community events like 

‘Music in the Park’ and the 
‘Christmas Tree Lighting Parade at 
City Hall’  

• Some of the best schools in the 
Bay Area

• Only 20 minutes to Giants games!  

OUR COMMUNITY

Michelle chose her job so that she 
could have the flexibility to make 
her own schedule. She plans to take 
several months off when the baby 
comes, and eventually work part-time 
while raising our family. Nick is given 
generous paternity leave and vacation 
days. Nick’s Mom has offered to help 
with childcare as needed--the same 
way Nick’s grandma watched after him 
when he was young. We currently own 
our home, and have been saving for 
our future family. Nick is a budgeting 
whiz, and enjoys (a little too much) 
making excel spreadsheets. We love 
our condo for now but plan to buy a 
home nearby as our family grows.

OUR PLANS

OUR DOG
Fiona is our soft and snuggly, 1-year-old 
Wheaten Terrier. She loves kids (and 
all humans). Fi is very goofy and loves 
to play with her toys. You will often 
find her with her tongue hanging out, 
lying on her favorite spot on the couch 
(thankfully she doesn’t shed!). If you go 
to pet her she will often roll over for a 
free belly rub!



WE FELT A 
LITTLE FUNNY TALKING 
ABOUT OURSELVES SO 

WE DECIDED TO INTERVIEW 
EACH OTHER. WE HOPE 
THIS HELPS YOU GET TO 

KNOW US BETTER!

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE YOUR FAMILY? 
Big and chaotic! But also full of laughter and love. 
Imagine 56 people (and 2 babies on the way!) 
crammed into a house talking loudly and hovering 
over a huge table covered with plates of pasta, salad 
and turkey. And that’s just my dad’s side! My mom’s 
side is “smaller,” about half the size of my dad’s. I 
have so many cousins I have seriously lost count. 
There’s plenty of love to go around (but probably not 
enough food)!

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE FAMILY 
TRADITIONS? 
Some of my favorite traditions happen at my parent’s 

house in Lake Tahoe. We’ve been going there ever 
since I was 7 years old. Lying in the sand wrapped up 
in blankets to watch 4th of July fireworks or waking 
up at 5am the day after Christmas to be the first ones 
to ski on the newly powdered snow are two of my 
favorites. And who can forget the snowball fights with 
my sisters!
 
WHAT DO YOU LIKE DOING WHEN YOU’RE NOT 
AT WORK?
I like to be as active as possible, whether it’s playing 
soccer, going to the gym or going for a run. I also 
have been known to get lost reading about current 
events and the latest technologies.
 
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE SPORT TO PLAY? TO 
WATCH? 
I love all sports, but soccer is definitely my favorite. I 
try to play at least twice a week. Watching soccer on 
TV is also exciting because you get to see everything 
happen at once. I also love watching baseball, 
because you never know how a game can end. I’ve 
grown up going to Giants games with my family. I’ve 
seen some pretty crazy things just when I thought the 
game  was over. And of course Michelle and I try to 
watch our Bruins as much as we can!
 
WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR FAVORITE VACATION 
WE’VE GONE ON?
Our trip to Italy last year around Thanksgiving was 
amazing. I loved seeing the Colosseum, Vatican City 
and other Roman ruins and imagining what it was 
like to live back then. Florence was beautiful and had 
great shops and restaurants to spend time in. Also, 
eating an entire pizza every day was pretty much my 
dream come true. 
 
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE BOOK?  
The Count of Monte Cristo. It is very suspenseful and 
dramatic, and…what’s another word for thought-
provoking? I’ve probably read it 3 times!
 
WHO IS YOUR IDOL? 
Definitely my Dad—he came from a big family 
without a lot of opportunity given to him. But he 
became very successful due to his strong work ethic.
 
WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE FOODS? 
Pizza! Sandwiches...with a side of chips. Burritos. 
When I was a kid, I used to eat Oreos everyday after 

AGE: 31
HAIR & EYE COLOR:  Light 
Brown & Blue
HEIGHT: 5’10”, Lean Build
ETHNICITY:  Caucasian 
( Ital ian, German, Ir ish, Polish)
EDUCATION:  B.S. & PhD 
in Engineering, Materials 
Science (UCLA)
CAREER: Supply Chain 
Management at Apple
PERSONAL HABITS 
(Smoking, Alcohol Use): 
Does not smoke, has a drink 
on special occasions
PREVIOUS MARRIAGES: 
None
RELIGION: Catholic

All about
 Nick

MICHELLE INTERVIEWS NICK...

school so those hold a special place in my heart.

HOW DID YOU KNOW YOU WANTED TO BE AN 
ENGINEER?
Science and nature were always very interesting to 
me. I always wanted to know the answer to ‘why’ and 
understand the way things were! Also, my Dad was 
an engineer so he always encouraged my curiosity.
 
WHAT WERE YOU LIKE AS A KID?
Very forgetful. And pretty quiet. My twin sister 
used to have to pack my backpack for me so that I 
wouldn’t forget my homework. I was always curious…
always asking my Mom random questions. Oh and I 
loved dinosaurs. I friggin’ loved them. I had dinosaur 
wallpaper all over my room until I was 10.
 
IF YOU COULD DESCRIBE ME (MICHELLE) IN 5 
WORDS, WHAT WOULD THEY BE?
Spiritual. Easy-on-the-eyes (Does that count as one 
word?). Silly. Strong. Thoughtful. Creative. Passionate. 
Fashionable. How many words did you want?
 
WHEN DID YOU KNOW YOU WANTED TO 
MARRY ME? 
Probably when we first met...you treated me as 
though we had been friends forever.
 
WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT ME? 
Your fun-loving nature and your ability to always be 
thinking about other people. You always consider 
everyone else’s feelings. I also love how excited you 
get when random strangers comment on how much 
they love your outfits.
 
WHY DO YOU THINK I WOULD BE A GOOD 
MOM?
Because you have more patience with children than 
anyone I’ve met. Because you know how to make 
things special and fun. And because you have strong 
family values. 
 
WHAT DO YOU LOOK FORWARD TO THE MOST 
ABOUT BEING A DAD?
Playing with my kids and watching them grow. 
Whether it’s sports, video games, or just goofin’ 
around, I can’t wait to share that experience 
throughout each phase of their lives. Also, creating 
our own family traditions and memories to build a 
strong family relationship.



WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE KIND OF MUSIC?
Does Christmas Music count?? Haha, I love Country 
music when I’m in the mood for something upbeat. 
When I want to be more “deep-in-thought” then I 
like mellow music like Adele, Ed Sheeran and Keane. 
 
WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT BEING A 
PEDIATRIC OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST (OT)? 
Pediatric OTs help children with all kinds of 
disabilities to be successful at home, at school, 
and in their community. I have the best job in the 
world because I pretty much get to “play” all day. 
I use games, crafts, and obstacle courses in order 
to help children improve their social skills, motor 
development, and sensory processing. It challenges 
me to be creative and keeps me on my toes since 
every child is unique. I also love the relationships 
I have built with the parents and families over the 
years. I often receive emails and texts from parents 
with updates of how well their kids are doing. It is 
very rewarding!
 
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE THING TO DO ON THE 
WEEKENDS? 
I love to be outdoors and exploring different parts 
of the Bay Area (there are so many cool areas!) I 
also like to try new restaurants, go to the movies, 
and spend time with friends and family. I love our 
routine of walking Fiona into town, getting coffee, 
and moseying around. Of course you know some 
weekends I also love just staying in, watching a 
movie, and ordering in :-). 
 
WHAT ARE YOU MOST PROUD OF IN YOUR 
LIFE? 
When I decided to change my career from marketing 
to working with children. I knew I wanted to do 
something more meaningful even though it meant 
going to graduate school and starting over from 
scratch. It was a big decision...one of the best ones I 
ever made. 
 
WHERE IS YOUR FAVORITE PLACE YOU HAVE 
TRAVELED TO? 
Italy! I lived abroad in Florence in college for 6 
months and it was the best time of my life. Every 
weekend we traveled to different countries all around 
Europe. I have been back to Italy two times since, 
and it still is one of my favorite places in the world. I 
can’t wait for our children to have the opportunity to 

travel abroad in college and create their own special 
experience.

WHAT ARE YOUR FAVORITE FOODS? 
Sushi, pasta and avocado. I like most vegetables but 
eggplant, artichoke, and broccoli are my faves. And 
of course, I have always loved macaroni and cheese. 

WHAT ARE YOU MOST LOOKING FORWARD TO 
ABOUT BEING A PARENT? 
I have wanted to be a Mother for as long as I can 
remember. When I was a little girl, and people used 
to ask me what what I wanted to be when I grew 
up, I would say “a Mom!” I am looking forward to 
showing our children the meaning of unconditional 
love and forgiveness. I cannot wait to see what gifts 
God has given them and to help nurture their talents 
and passions as they grow up. I am also so excited to 
pass down our family’s traditions as well as to create 
our own. 
 
WHAT IS YOUR HOPE FOR OUR FUTURE CHILD? 
To dream big, and to always feel supported. To be 
more trusting than doubtful. To feel the peace of 
God. To laugh often and to go to sleep every night 
feeling safe and loved. 

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK I WILL BE A GOOD 
DAD? 
I know you will be a good Dad because you are so 
patient and kind. So forgiving and gentle. I know you 
will be reliable, consistent, and fair. You are so curious 
and passionate about so many things--I know that will 
rub off on our children. I can picture you teaching our 
children all about science, animals, astronomy and of 
course...sports. 

WHAT DO YOU LOVE MOST ABOUT ME (NICK)?
Haha, I know you’ve been dying to hear this one. I 
love how you always know what the right thing to 
do is without hesitation. I love that you always have 
a smile on your face. I love that you are such a hard 
worker.  I love that you are friendly to everyone you 
meet.  I love how you are a nerd at heart. I love how 
you always prioritize family first.  I love how you take 
care of me and Fiona. But mostly, I love how you 
have shown me unconditional love and unfailing 
commitment even in the darkest of times. 

AGE: 30
HAIR & EYE COLOR:  Brown & Brown

HEIGHT & BUILD: 5’5”, Athletic Build
ETHNICITY:  ½ Japanese, ½ Caucasian

(German, English, Swedish) 
EDUCATION: B.A. Psychology (UCLA), 

M.A. in Occupational Therapy (USC)
CAREER: Pediatric Occupational Therapist

PERSONAL HABITS (Smoking, Alcohol 
Use):  Never smoked a cigarette,
has a drink on special occasions
PREVIOUS MARRIAGES:  None

RELIGION: Catholic
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Our Families
We both come from families of 5, and are very close with our siblings. Our families have been 
extremely supportive of our decision to adopt and are so excited to welcome this special child into 
our family. Both of our older siblings are expecting little ones of their own and we can’t wait to have 
lots of cousins running around. Because we loved growing up with siblings, we plan on having a 
big adoptive family of our own! 

Annual Turkey Trot run 
Thanksgiving morning

Mom and daughters in 
Paris

Sisters in Saris! At Michelle’s 
brother’s wedding

Cousins on Christmas 
Eve!

Grandma with the pups Stickers and selfies with 
adopted cousin Zoe
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Nick’s Dad and his 9 
brothers and sisters!

Playing spiderman with 
Nick’s cousin

Nick chose his Dad to be 
his Best Man

I love my twin-in-law!

Nick and sisters at his 
graduation

Nick & his twin sister –
Twinning!
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Opening stockings on 
Christmas morning...
even the dogs get 

one!

New Year’s Eve in 
Santa Cruz with Nick’s 

family

Our Christmas tree gets 
bigger each year

Pumpkin shopping spree 
at the pumpkin patch

Holiday
Traditions

We love the holidays and both 
come from families with strong 

traditions! We can’t wait to pass 
down some of these traditions

to our own children.

Vest Friends

Doggy Easter Egg hunt 
in Carmel

Annual birthday 
decorating – this year 

Nick got 30 balloons for 
Michelle’s 30th!

Getting PJs on Christmas 
Eve (2014: The Year of 

the Onesies)

Skiing in Tahoe the week 
after Christmas

Our Annual Pumpkin 
Carving Contest! 

Michelle sketches & Nick 
carves

We love 4th of July at 
the beach in Tahoe!

One of Michelle’s 
homemade Halloween 

costumes

Fun with 
Friends
We strongly value our 
friendships and have kept 
close friends from all phases 
of our lives. Our friends are 
extremely supportive of our 
decision to adopt. Many 
are beginning to grow their 
own families and we cannot 
wait to raise our children 
together.Catching up with friends.

Thank you face-time!
Weekend getaway

Nick with his oldest friend Meeting my best friend’s 
daughter at the hospital

Friends for 15+ 
years

8th time as a bridesmaid!

Sporting our Bruin bear hatsWedding season!

Ugly Christmas 
Sweaters!

MC-ing college friend’s 
wedding in Hawaii

Trying to imitate Bridesmaids Movie poster...
throwback to 2011!

Hiking with college friends 

Decorating for a friend’s 
birthday party

Nick’s groomsmen loungin’ around Skydiving in Switzerland



A Few of our Favorite Things

HIKING

SOCCER

TENNIS

GOLF

READING

GIANTS GAMES

COOKING

CRAFTING

THE SNOW

BEACH DAYS

BAKING

PIANO

BROADWAY SHOWS

MOVIES 

Paris

San Diego

Vancouver
Rome Florence

KoreaHawaii

Travel & Adventure
We love to travel and have created many memories 
all over the world. We hope to provide these same 

opportunities and experiences for our children! 



in thishome
we are real
we make mistakes

we give second chances

we have fun!
we say i’m sorry
we forgive, we give hugs
we are patient

we love
we are

Family
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