


We’re Stephen and Jessie. Thanks for opening our book. We are honored 
that you are considering us as you think about your future plans. Above 
all, we pray for the very best for you and your baby.

As young parents of two little boys, we remember what it was like to wait 
for our new addition to arrive. Lots of uncertainty, nervous excitement and 
many sleepless nights and pairs of stretchy pants (at least for Jessie!). We 
would be so blessed to get to know you, and, if you would choose to have 
us be part of your family, share the milestones and smiles that are to come 
in the months and years ahead. Your child would be raised knowing that 
we admire the love and strength it takes to place a child.

Even before we were married 8 years ago, we knew we wanted to adopt. 
God had shown us through friends and family members the incredible role 
that adoption could play in shaping a family. We now feel incredibly ready 
to expand our family through the gift of adoption and are praying for a 
connection with the mom and child God wants us to meet.

Our goal for this book is to introduce you to us and our crazy little family. 
We’ll share a bit about us as a couple, the fun things we do as a family, and 
the big brothers, aunts, uncles, grandmas, grandpas, and cousins who just 
can’t wait to welcome a new little one with open arms! Above all, we hope 
you see through the pages the love your child would know as part of our 
family. Thank you for considering us.

Hello!



We live in the historic district of a 
charming town in Northeast Ohio. We 
are walking distance to the library, several 
parks, restaurants and the grocery store. 
It is a wonderful, lively neighborhood 
with friendly neighbors and people are 
always stopping to chat while walking 
by. During the summer, our downtown 
has summer music nights and farmers 
markets on the town square that is just 
down our street.

Our home has four bedrooms and three 
and a half baths, we have a dedicated 
playroom on our first floor and a sun 
porch we call “the project porch” for 
our messy art projects and science kits. 
The future nursery has an attached bath 
that we added in January. We feel very 
fortunate that we were able to find a 
large backyard where we eat outside 
for most meals during the summer and 
have a pirate boat swing set and grow a 
vegetable garden with the kids.

We met in Washington DC on January 
2, 2008 when we were assigned to the 
same intern housing (picture the MTV 
“Real World” house, only with girls and 
boys on different floors). Stephen had an 
internship at the White House and Jessie 
had an internship with a congressman. 
As cheesy as it sounds, it was love at first 
sight. Within two days of meeting we went 
on our first date and became completely 
inseparable. By the end of February, we 
had decided that our relationship was too 
special to be temporary...and regardless 
of how difficult we knew the future might 
be, we wanted that future to be together. 
So we eloped on February 29, 2008, 
Leap Day! By the grace of God we have 
grown up together and have turned just 
eight weeks of dating into eight joyful, 
adventure filled years of marriage.

Since then we’ve added two little ones to 
our family (Kirkland, age 5, Easton, age 
4), lived in a couple of big cities. And, in 
2013, we purchased a home and settled 
down in Northeast Ohio.

our story

our home



I grew up on a farm in rural Illinois that my family has 
owned for over 150 years. I was born 7 minutes ahead of 
my identical twin sister (and best friend), Jaimee. Growing 
up, I loved to dance and was fortunate enough to be 
able to travel around the country dancing and eventually 
dance in college. I still love to dance...nowadays, my 
dancing takes place in the kitchen with the boys rather 
than on a stage. I am also a big dork at heart, and love 
to listen to podcasts on any and all subjects (whether 
politics, deep reviews of cheesy pop culture shows, or 
crime thrillers). Above all, I love being able to be a stay-
at-home mom and support the boys’ growing (and very 
diverse) interests...whether doing a science experiment 
or pretending to eat in Easton’s “restaurant”. There’s 
never a boring day at our house, and I cannot wait to 
bring another little one into the mix.

WHAT STEPHEN LOVES ABOUT HER
I fell in love with Jessie from the moment I met her...and 
8 years and 2 kids later, I love her more than ever. She is 
incredibly interesting, constantly keeping up to date on 
the latest news and politics. She is also very creative and 
is starting a small design business to put her creativity to 
good use! More than anything, Jessie has an incredible 
heart.  She is a wonderful mom to our boys, encouraging 
their interests, doing silly things with them, and just 
giving them so much time and attention. I can’t imagine 
a better friend to walk alongside and grow old with!

jessie

AGE: 27
EDUCATION: BA IN POLITICS,

WEBSTER UNIVERSITY
CAREER: STAY-AT-HOME MOM

RELIGION: CHRISTIAN

MY INTERESTS: INTERIOR DESIGN,
PODCASTS OF ALL KINDS, CHEESY LOVE 

STORIES, MUSEUMS, ATTEMPTING TO 
GARDEN, LIST MAKING, HANGING OUT WITH 

OUR DOG NAMED HUGH.

about memeet



I was born and raised in Ohio as the oldest of three kids.  
There was never a boring (or quiet!) moment in my house 
growing up, so I can’t wait to expand our family. I love 
to play basketball and golf (but not watch golf...way too 
boring) and currently manage the marketing department 
for a retail store chain. Before my current job, I was a 
marketing consultant for big brands, traveling around 
the world multiple times per year. I also spent a few years 
as a teacher and counselor in an urban middle school. 
While I love my career, I think being a dad and husband 
is my #1 job and I feel so blessed to have a great family.  

WHAT JESSIE LOVES ABOUT HIM
Stephen is a charismatic and intelligent guy who has a 
very impressive resume, but the important stuff for me is 
what happens at home.  

No one on earth loves, supports and serves me the way 
he does. He is a kind and loving husband, an exceptional 
father who is still a kid at heart, making him an amazing 
pretend bear and the teller of the best “Pirate Captain 
Stevie” stories. He just keeps getting better with age 
and I love him more each day!

about me

AGE: 29

EDUCATION:
BA IN INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS, ROLLINS COLLEGE
MASTERS IN BUSINESS, 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

CAREER:
MARKETING DIRECTOR FOR A 

RETAIL STORE CHAIN

RELIGION:
CHRISTIAN

meet

stephen



We couldn’t ask for a better “big” brother for our family. Kirkland is 5 years old and is kind and 
loving to his core, always wanting to model how to do things for Easton. He is passionate about 
learning “everything about everything” as he says: the Bible, dinosaurs, recycling (this kid has 
A LOT to say!)

THINKS ADOPTION IS:
“Adoption is when a baby grows in another mommy’s tummy and they decide to give the baby 
a new home and then you get a new sibling forever!” 

DREAMS OF BEING: a scientist/inventor
FAVORITE SONG: Uptown Funk by Bruno Mars
LOVES TO: go to new museums, eat out, explore new parks, and snuggles!

Easton has a huge personality for being a little guy. He currently goes to 3 year old preschool, 
but is pretty much the mascot of the 4 year old class. He can turn on his charm in exactly the 
right moments and is very persuasive. He proposed to his best friend at school on Valentine’s 
Day, but has assured us that he won’t get married until after college!

THINKS ADOPTION IS:
“When a mommy can’t be a mommy but has a baby and gives it to a happy family and you get 
a girl baby or a boy baby and it changes everything!”

DREAMS OF BEING: a chef in New York
FAVORITE SONG: Bad Blood by Taylor Swift
LOVES TO: dig holes in the backyard, go on family runs to Starbucks, walk to our local library

Kirkland
YEARS 
OLD

FUTURE BIGGEST BROTHER

Easton

5

YEARS 
OLD4

FUTURE BIG BROTHER



I was blessed with an extremely supportive family and I am exceptionally close with both of my 
parents and my twin sister. My sister, Jaimee, is truly my best friend: we talk, FaceTime and text 
multiple times a day. She lives outside of Detroit with her husband and two young sons who are very 
close with our boys. As a family we go back to the farm for most major holidays and for a couple of 
weeks during the summer. At those times, we get to visit my grandparents and cousins (and now all 
of their children). Our family is in a stage of major growth and I couldn’t love it any more! In between 
our trips to Illinois, my parents and sisters family come to visit us often. 

I was blessed with an extremely supportive family and 
I am exceptionally close with both of my parents and 
my twin sister, Jaimee. She is truly my best friend: we 
talk, FaceTime and text multiple times a day. She lives 
outside of Detroit with her husband and two young 
sons who are very close with our boys. 

As a family, we go back to the farm for most major 
holidays and for a couple of weeks during the summer. 
At those times, we get to visit my grandparents and 

“Adoption is part of my family tree on both my mother 
and father’s sides of the family, and was put on my heart 
at a very young age as a result.”

Jessie’s Family

cousins (and now all of their children). Our family is 
in a stage of major growth and I couldn’t love it any 
more! In between our trips to Illinois, my parents and 
sister’s family come to visit us often. 

Adoption is part of my family tree on both my mother 
and father’s sides of the family, and was put on my 
heart at a very young age as a result.



I have a younger sister, Lynne, and younger brother, 
Sean.  Lynne is an elementary school teacher in 
Texas and Sean runs a small tourism business in 
Florida.  While they both live outside Ohio, we see 
them regularly.  My brother is very recently the proud 
father of a baby girl (who our boys adore!) and Lynne 
is recently married...so we won’t be surprised to see 
another niece or nephew soon.

My parents also live in Texas, but we also see them 
very frequently (almost every month).  Mom and 

“We see my grandma and grandpa at church every Sunday 
and have lots of regular family gatherings.”

Stephen’s Family

Dad always seem to look for an excuse to visit or 
send little presents in the mail.  My mom is a retired 
school teacher, and my dad is an executive at a 
manufacturing company.  

Both sets of my grandparents as well as several aunts 
and uncles live nearby in the Northeast Ohio area.  
We see my grandma and grandpa at church every 
Sunday and have lots of regular family gatherings.



We have fallen for the “Elf on the 
Shelf” craze and our elf is named 

“Elfy” (you can tell it was named by 
Kirkland at age 2). Our kids wake up 

in a hurry to find out what “Elfy” is up 
to and to read what his note says!

We have a membership to the local science museum, and 
our kids love visiting often. We also love visiting museums in 
other towns - both nearby in the Midwest and in other parts 
of the country (and world!) when we travel.

We also really love to go to parks in our town. There are 
several within walking distance, and the kids enjoy picking a 
park to visit, and sometimes even taking a picnic lunch!

our traditions
We have attended the Halloween Parade 
in Jessie’s hometown every year since we 

got married. Our kids now go dressed 
in their costumes and love collecting the 

candy the floats throw out.

In Jessie’s family we received a 
new pair of pajamas on every 

Christmas Eve, her parents 
continue this with us and our 
children and we also continue 

this in our own home!

Instead of doing a huge birthday party 
every year, we alternate with weekend 

trips to big cities. We have been to DC, 
Toronto and New York on birthday trips 

so far.

We take pictures on our front 
steps on the first day of school 
and go out for breakfast on the 

last day.

We measure the kids’ growth on 
our giant ruler on their birthdays 

and half birthdays!

our interests



travel
We have been blessed to be able to travel with our kiddos. We travel to 
visit family in Illinois, Texas, and Florida, go on trips with our siblings and 
parents, and also vacation just the four of us. We return home with more 
than souvenirs and photos. Exhilarated by our adventures together, we 
feel closer and stronger as a family! We think that these experiences, 
even if they are too young to remember them in detail, opens their 
understanding of the world!

MUSEUM VISIT IN PARIS BREAKFAST WITH MICKEY

EXPLORING PORTUGAL

WATER SHOW IN SPAIN READY FOR A SWIM
FAMILY SELFIE WITH EIFFEL TOWER



LOVE
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HE HAS MADE

Ecclesiastes 3:11

everything
beautiful

IN ITS TIME.


